Brexit & Breast cancer:

what does Brexit have to do
with breast cancer?

Invitation to a Breast Cancer Prevention Month event - hosted by Helen Hayes MP

When: 26 October 2017
Where: Attlee Room, Portcullis House
Time: Ilam=- 1 pm

RSVP: Helen Lynn
helen@frompinktoprevention.org
Deborah Burton: 07779203455
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As we come to the end of Breast Cancer Prevention
Month, we will be asking the question ‘what are the
implications for breast cancer after Brexit?’ and
exploring the answers.

The chances are you'll never have thought about breast
cancer prevention in relation to Brexit. Yet they are
linked. For example, our clean beaches and seas benefit
from progressive EU legislation. Our health as citizens,
consumers and workers most certainly has done and
continues to benefit for EU legislation.

The European chemicals regulation (REACH) is a highly
sophisticated, progressive pan-EU system to control
toxic chemicals and, though not perfect, is the best in
the world. At its heart is ‘the precautionary principle’
which means to take action to prevent harm, even if
there is uncertainty. For the UK to be de-coupled from
REACH would have a devastating impact on many
aspects of consumer, workplace and environmental
health and our economic wellbeing.

Women benefit from this EU regulation via the
protection REACH offers to our health in preventing
exposures to chemicals linked to breast and other
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cancers along with health and safety legislation in the
workplace. These exposures happen in the home,
workplace and wider environment and are present from
pre-birth throughout our entire lives.

Given that no cancer strategy in England addresses the
environmental and occupational risk factors for breast
cancer, there has been an almost doubling of breast
cancer cases since the 1970s. This increase is not
accounted for by 'lifestyle risk factors' (smoking, alcohol
and weight): they account for 30-50% of breast cancer
cases. Since 50% of cases have no known cause, to
ignore the scientific evidence linking environmental and
occupational exposures, especially in the workplace, is
highly negligent.

Six years ago the World Health Organisation called for
governments to include environmental and
occupational prevention measures as part of all national
cancer plans. Additionally the American Public Health

Association called for the links between breast cancer
and certain chemical exposures to be acknowledged by
their government. Given the ever rising rates, why is
there such reluctance by all concerned to act? For 60
years evidence linking these risks to breast cancer has

increased: why are we still waiting?



http://www.who.int/phe/news/events/international_conference/Call_for_action_en.pdf
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2015/01/07/14/55/breast-cancer-and-occupation
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2015/01/07/14/55/breast-cancer-and-occupation
https://frompinktoprevention.org/resources/scientific-evidence/
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https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2015/01/07/14/55/breast-cancer-and-occupation
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